








Colin Elton
                                                                                                            11 Banksia Tce 
                                                                                                            South Yunderup 6208

20th March 2006 

Hon. A J Carpenter MLA

Premier of the Government of Western Australia

24th Floor, 197 St George’s Terrace

Perth WA 6000

CC

Hon J A McGinty

Minister for Health

30th Floor Allendale Square

77 St Georges Tce

Perth 6000

Hon N Marlborough

Minister for Peel and the South West

11th Floor Dumas House

2 Havelock Street

West Perth 6005 

Dear Sir
I am writing to you on behalf of Friends of Rivers, Peel an organisation based in the Peel Region and concerned for the long term sustainability of the Peel Rivers, namely the Murray and Serpentine.

Our organisation has been corresponding and meeting with ministers of the Gallop Government since the 8th of October 2002 and more recently your government concerning the pollution of the Murray and Serpentine Rivers caused by nutrient migration from properties close to the local waterways that have access to but are not connected to reticulated sewerage.

It is a well documented fact that septic tanks are an environmental hazard (see WaterCorp web site) particularly in relation to our precious waterways (see attached fact sheet) but we are at a loss to understand the WaterCorps position in not enforcing their own Act. -- Country Towns Sewerage Act 1948
Part VI - Connections to property[Section 36 amended by No. 113 of 1965 s. 4(1); No. 25 of 1985 s. 175, 177 and 178; No. 73 of 1995 s. 71.] 
We have pointed out in previous communications and meetings with Ministers, Griffiths, Kucera, Edwards, Kobelke and McGowan that there is no financial impost on the Government of Western Australia as the properties that need to be connected have access to the infrastructure and it has been in place in some cases for up to 10 years.

Our calculations based on WaterCorp data indicate by enforcing the connection of these properties would stop in excess of 2 tonnes of Nitrogen per annum from leaching into the Murray and Serpentine Rivers.
Water Corp’s position is that a big enough percentage of possible connections in the South West have been achieved, our position is that all properties within 500 metres of wetlands and waterways that have a high winter water table and have access to reticulated sewerage must be connected. The reasons being that this is not only an environmental hazard but a health risk as well. (The depth to highest seasonal or permanent water table from the underside of a wastewater disposal system prescribed under regulation 49 of the Treatment of Sewerage and Disposal of Effluent and Liquid Waste Regulations shall be a minimum of 1.2 metres) This is not achievable in this area as in winter the water table often breaks the surface.
The only politician that has any understanding of the importance of this problem and has tried without success to assist in this matter is Mandurah MLA David Templeman.
It is our opinion that percentages and graphs have taken priority over common sense in this matter and we look to you to bring the various agencies together for the benefit of the Western Australian and the Australian community.

Yours Sincerely,

Colin Elton
Chairperson
Friends of Rivers, Peel
