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11 Banksia Tce 

South Yunderup 6208

Friends of Rivers, Peel

2 June, 2006
To The Hon Dr Judy Edwards MLA

Minister for the Environment

Parliament House 

Perth

WA

                                                                                                                                                                                         Dear Dr Edwards, 
I am writing on behalf of Friends of Rivers Peel as a follow up to a meeting with you in Parliament House on the 8th of October 2002.Our organization was represented by myself Colin Elton, Phil Curran and supported by John Bradshaw MLA.

During the meeting we raised our concerns about the impact of septic tank systems nutrient leachate seepage from properties fronting onto and within 500 metres of the Murray and Serpentine Rivers. We also pointed out that many of these properties had access to deep sewerage but had not connected to the system and were under no pressure from the Water Corporation to do so. In a particular case two major commercial properties abutting the Murray River have had access to deep sewerage since August 2001 but will not come under Water Corporation scrutiny until 2006.

The recent fish kill in the Serpentine River that has been attributed to the flushing of increased organic material and a decomposing algal bloom into the lower river highlights this issue. Septic tank seepage while not the only cause of nutrient leakage into the river system is also a primary contributing factor.

Friends of Rivers PEEL resolved that point 10 of Appendix 2 of the Economic Development and Recreation Management Plan for the Peel Waterways is introduced as a matter of urgency. The recommended strategy states “ Water Quality Consider the need for By-law or regulation on sewage and grey water for the Peel”. We believe that there will be “NO DOLLAR COST” to the government as the sewerage reticulation is already available.

It was recognised at the October 8th meeting that the Water Authority was not part of your portfolio but however you did recognise the impact of this issue on the environment and that you would take up this issue with the Minister for Government Enterprises.

Could you please advise as to what action is to be taken on this matter, as with the onset of winter and the rise in the water table then more nutrients will be leached towards and into the waterways.

Yours Faithfully,

Colin Elton

Chairman of Friends of Rivers, Peel (FoR Peel)



