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11 Banksia Tce 

South Yunderup 6208

Friends of Rivers, Peel

20 June, 2006
To The Hon Dr S Thomas
20 Forrest Road 
Capel 6271
WA

                                                                                                                                                                                         Dear Dr Thomas, 
I am writing on behalf of Friends of Rivers, Peel to seek your assistance in dealing with the Carpenter Government over what our organisation considers a major environmental and health issue.
Our organisation has been lobbying the Gallop and Carpenter Governments since October 2002 concerning the impact of septic tank nutrient migration into the Murray and Serpentine Rivers. 
It is a well documented fact that septic tanks in particular areas are an environmental and health hazard. This is the case in the Peel region, particularly within 500 metres of the rivers and wetlands. The issue we have raised with government is that the reticulated sewerage system has been available to many properties  close to these waterways and wetlands for in some cases up to 10 years but a significant number have not connected to the system and the  Water Corporation has no intention of enforcing its own Act (see attached fact sheet).We have repeatedly highlighted to various members of Parliament that there is no financial cost to the Government to get an agency that is a public service to enforce legislation that has been put in place for the benefit of all citizens for very good reasons.

The details listed in the fact sheet are accessible on our web site at www.forpeel.org or I am happy to meet with you and provide hard copies of information that we have in our files.
As a taxpayer I find it offensive that a Government Minister (Judy Edwards) could allocate funds of $600K towards solving the issues facing these waterways but could not, did not approach another Minister (John Kobelke) and point out in the strongest possible terms that an agency within his control was contributing to the ongoing degradation of these waterways and that the situation needed to be addressed. It appears to us from the responses we have had that percentages and pie charts have taken the place of common sense and we look to you to see if this trend can be reversed
I have enclosed copies of some relevant documents that are not on the web site.

I can be contacted on 08 95377809, 0407426513 or email at colmagselton@westnet.com.au
Yours Sincerely,

Colin Elton

Chairperson of Friends of Rivers, Peel Inc (FoR Peel)



